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REPORT.

My, PrEsIDENT: You are aware of the fact that the
Board of Managers of the Maryland Institute determined,
in July last, to remove its Schools of Art and Design to
more spacious and suitable apartments than those which
had for years been occupied by them.

As this change of location suggested an entire reorgani-
zation in its Schools of Art, it was thought advisable to
send a committee to visit the various Art Institutions of
the North, for the purpose of ascertaining the object of
their establishment, the manner in which they are con-
ducted, the expense of ‘maintaining them, and also to make
2 comparative examination of the different methods of in-
struction adopted by them.

In compliance with this resolution of the Board of Mana-.
gers, elicited, doubtless, by a desire to avail itself of the
accumulated experience of those institutions in matters
connected with art education, the committee appointed by
it, visited and inspected most of the Art Institutions in
Philadelphia, New York and Boston, and submits the fol-
lowing report as the result of the examinations made by it

Classification of Schools of Art and Design.

The Institutes of Art in these cities may be classified un-
der three heads—

1st. Institutions in which the Fine Arts in their highest
branches are taught to amatenrs, who study them as a per-
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sonal accomplishment, or to those who desire to become
professional artists.

2d. Schools in which Industrial Art alone, or in con-
-Junction with Science, is taught to those who desire to avail
themselves of such instruction in the various industrial pur-
suits in which they may embark.

. 3d. Institutes of Technology, in which instruetion is
given in Drawing and Seience in connection with the vari-
ous forms of handicraft and practical mechanism.

As instraction in Art similar to that given by the 1st and
2d class of schc_)ols above mentioned, is contemplated by the
M'aryland Institute, your committee canunot better accom-
ph_sh the object of its appointment than by giving you a
brief account of their origin, their management, their me-
thods of instruction, accompanied by such remarks upon
Art education as have been suggested by an examination of
them.

Schools for instruction in the higher branches of the arts
have existed from time immemorial. Scholars resorted to
t}lenl n ancient Greece long before the Clivistian era, and
since the sixteenth century they have flourished in almost

-every city of any size in Europe.

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts.

The first school of this kind established in the United
States was The Pennsyleania Academy of the Fine Arts, in-
corporated in 1806, and which, under a modified charter,
opened its Art classes in 1878 in the magnificent buildine
in which they are now taught. 7

This edifice, erected af an expense of over $500,000, of
which sum $200,000 was subseribed by ten gentlemen, is
admirably adapted to the purposes for which it was de-
signed.

All its surroundings are ecalculated to inspire a love for
the beautiful, and to infuse msthetic tastes in the minds of
those who seek instruction in its halls.

2
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A gallery, filled with ancient and modern paintings, pre-
sents to the student the accumulated experience of distin-
guished artists, and enables him from an cxamination of
these authentic models to comprehend with greater facility
those ideas of excellence, and those principles of art, to ob-
tain a knowledge of which men of skill and genius have
devoted their lives. -

The class-rooms in this academy are exceptionably spa-
cious, well lighted, and furnished with all the appliances for
Art instruction. Four of them, filled with copies of the
best ancient statues, are devoted to the study of the an-
tique; one to that of the nude figure; one to portraiture
and sketehing; two to anatomy and dissection, and one
to modelling in clay from the life and the cast.

These rooms arc frequented by over two hundred male
and female students, who receive instruction, free of ex-
pense, at an anuual cost to the academy of about $8,000,
derived from entrance fees-to its galleries, from its rents,
from exhibitions of paintings, and from donations by the
lovers of art,

As this Institution was ecstablished for the education of
those who desire to become professional artists, the study
of the human figure is particularly enjoined by its profes-
8018, ’

Its method of instruction differs somewhat from that pur-
sued in other schools visited by us. A less prolonged study
from the antique; a more thorough study of the nude fig-
ure, in the drawing-room with the brush; in the modelling
room in clay, and in the dissecting room with the knife, is
required by the student.

National Academy of Design.

From this Tnstitution, which is managed entirely by lay-
men, and from the government of which artists, as a class,
are excluded, the committee invites your attention to the
National Academy of Design, established in 1825, in New
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York, by a number of artists as a drawing association for
social intercourse, and for the study of the fine arts.

This association, after leading a peripatetic existence for
a number of years, exhibiting the pictures of its members
in various parts of the city, after certain changes in its
management, at length took up its abode in the spacious
building in which its schools are now conducted. The cost
of the building was about '$240,000, which was obtained,
partly by the sale of property owned by the old association
and partly by subscriptions trom a new class of members,
who were admitted to the honorary degrec of fellows of
the Academy, upon the payment of $100 for a life mem-
bership and $500 for an interest in perpetuo in return for
which they becamne entitled to certain stipulated privileges.

The society is coutrolled by a council of artists, and its
members are designated as associates and academicians.
The former ave selected from the body of deserving artists
by the academicians, who in turn are chosen from the as-
sociates.

No special branch of art is taught in this Academy. TIts
students, numbering about 150, of whom one-third are fe-
males, receive free instruction, and are permitted to pursue
any course of study they may desire. The prineiples and
practice of art are learned principaily from the study of the
antique, from living models, and lectures on perspective and
anatomy. The annual cost of conducting the schools is
about §7,000, derived from monies obtained from the exhi-
bition of pictures, from rentals of its exhibition halls to other
associations, and from the interest on a fund of $50,C00 be-
queathed to the Academy by one of its members.

With this Academy arve assoctated the names of some of
the most distinguished avtists in this country. Morse, Du-
rand, Inman, Page, [luntingdon, Elliott, May, Baker, Gifford
and P'owell cither studied in its halls or have been in some
way connected with its management. No temple erected to
the cultivation of the fine arts in this country has ever been
frequented by so great a number of distinguished artists.
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Boston, Museum of Fine Arts.

Of a later birth, but a worthy rival of the two last-men-
tioned Art Institutes, is the Boston Museum of Fine Aris.
The ground upon which this building was erected had some
years before heen conveyed to the city of Boston by the
Boston Water Power Company, to be used Dby it for an
Institute of Fine Arts or a public square. A few culti-
vated gentlemen, having determined to organize a museum,
obtained in 1870 an act of incorporation from the Legisla-
ture, and the city of Bostou granted the lot to the trustees
of said corporation, upon condition, that they wonld erect
thercon a building of the value of $100,000, as a Muscum
of Fine Arts, which should he open to the public free of
charge four days in each month.

Subscriptions were solicited by the trustees from their
fellow-citizens, to enable them to comply with the condi-
tions of the grant, and upwards of $260,000 were obtained,
with which a building, to which subsequent additions have
gince been added, wus erccted, and which was opened to
the public in 1876.

This splendid edifice, of the Italian-Gothic style, is as
suggestive of art in its external as its internal surroundings.
Its spacious rooms are filled with the creations of art, an-
cient and modern pictures, casts illustrative of the history
of seulpture in different epochs, specimens of enamel, pot-
tery, china from Japan, Dresden and Sevres, objects of
ornamentation, ancient and modern, artistic specimens of
textile fubries from Europe and Asia, bronzes of exquisite
workmanship from France and Japan, casts of the finest
examples of antique, medizeval and renaissance, and nu-
merons other objects, the product of skill and taste,—all
appeal to the student’s sense of the beautiful, and serve as
a guidance to his artistic aspirations.

The School of Art, which was established in this building
in 1877, under the direction of & permanent committee,
was attended last year by 40 male and 125 female students,
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who paid an admission fee of $10, und $90 for the year, or
a monthly fee of $15 for less than six months’ instruction..
The receipts from tuition fees last year amounted to $7,998.
The oxpenses of conducting the schools was $9,434. The
aim of this school is not s¢ much to inecrease the number
of professional artists as to give thorough and systematic
instruction in everything appertaining to the art of drawing-
and painting, and to the study of art in its higher forms..
The majority of thestudents are amateurs, who are instructed
in drawing and painting from the cast, from still life and
from life, and in sketehing and drawing from memory.

New York Art League,

From these magnificent temples of art, containing alk
that tends to inspire, clevate and instruet, we will turn to a
modest building, in the upper stories of which the students.
of the New York Art League seek art instruction. What.
tids institution lacks in its artistic surroundings it makes.
up in the zeal and enthusiasm of its teachers and scholars..

It was founded in 1875 by rome gix or eight men, who-
desired to perfect themselves in'the higher branches of art,
and for the purpose of giving instruction in drawing, paint--
ing, perspective composition, sculpture and artistic anatomy
to both males and females, who intended to become profes-
sional artists. In its classes, which are taught in rather
contracted quarters, were last year 300 students, about one-
half of whom were males, and who pay from $35 to §70
for eight mouths’ instruction.

The Art institutions above described owe their existence
to a few geutlemen of cultivated minds, whose msthetic
tastes awakened in them a desire to diffuse among their fel-
Jow men that love and appreciation of the beautiful in art,
which not only refines and elevates their natures, but con-
tributes to swell the sum of Luman virtue and happiness..

K
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Schools Established by Philanthropists; the reasons for
and aims of their establishment,

Your committee will now invite your attention to another
class of Art institutions, the origin of which may be attri-
buted to motives somewhat different, but not less disinter-
ested, and to an unselfish generosity equally as commendable,

To marry the beautiful to the useful in art, and foster
industrial pursuits, the offspring of such a union, has ever
been the ardent desire of all philanthrapists who feel an in-
terest in the material happiness of their fellow men.

By teaching people to appreciate the beautiful, we refine
and elevate their natures, and make them better and hap-
pier men, but by instrueting them how to engraft the beau-
tiful upon the useful, we not only refine them, but make
them better and more uscful citizens.

TFeople to be happy must be contented, and as content-
ment depends in a great degree upon their ability to sup-
ply their physical wants, men who have nothing, and from
a want of useful knowledge can produce nothing, are not
only discontented and useless members of society, but will
probably become vicious and dangerous citizens.

The education of the people in those branches of learn-
ing which enable them to comprehend their relations to
their fellow men and their government, does not of itself
fit them to become useful or self-supporting citizens, Their

ignorance of those things would undoubtedly be a misfor-

tune, but their ignorance of such things as wounld prevent
them from making a livelihood for themselves and {umilies
would be to them & calamity. Aware of this fact, philan-
thropists have been found in various parts of the country
who have with unselfish generosity expended their means in
imparting such knowledge to their fellow men as would ena-
ble them to obtain the greatest of all blessings—an inde-
pendent living.

To this laudable desire on the part of this clnss of our
anselfish and generous citizens, most of the Schools of Art,
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as applied to industrial pursuits, are ipdebted for their ex-
istence.

Cooper Union for the Advancsment of Science and Art.

]

At the head of the institutions which owe their birth tfo
these philanthropie motives, your committee feels no hesi-
tation in placing The Cooper Union, established for the ad-
vancement of Science and Art.

This institution was founded by Peter Cooper, of New
York, in 1859. The oljects of its organization cannot he
better stated than in his own wourds: I desire to make
this institution contribute in every way to aid the effoits of
youth to acquire useful knowledge, aud to find and fill that
Place in which their capacities and talents ean be most use-
fully employed with the greatest possible advantage to
themselves and the country in which they live. It is my

“desire that this School of Design may be the means of rais-

ing to competence and cowmnfort thousands who otherwise
might struggle through a life of poverty and suffering.”
Animated by this landable desire, Peter Cooper, a me-
chanie, and the architect of his own fortune, transferred in
1857 to trustees property to the amount of $630,000, far the

‘purpose of establishing the Cooper Union. Sinee that date

the trustecs have expended an additional sum of 753,000
in earrying out the intentions of the donor.

The building, both in its size and architeeture, is worthy
of the object for which it was erected. Its spacious class-
rooms, abundantly furnished with all the appliances which
instruction in Science and Art require, were last year re-
sorted to by 2,820 male and female students,  Of this num-
ber 1,439 males attended the night, and 255 females the
day schools of the Art Department of the Institute,

The Art Department of the Evening Schools embraces
instruction in Free-hand, Architectural, Mechanical, Per-
spective and Industrial Drawing, also Drawing from the
Flat and Cast, and Modelling in Clay. The Art School
for Women is divided into five departments—Drawing,
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Painting, Photography, Wood Engraving and Normal
Teaching. Six hundred applications were made for admis-
sion to the free classes of this school last year,

Many of its pupils are engaged in drawing patterns for
wall papers, oil cloths, and designs for textile fabrics. The
sum earned by them lust year in the exercise of their artistic
skill, amounted to over $3,000.

A number of the graduates of this school are scattered
throughout the country, supporting themselves by teaching
or engaged in employmeits requiring a knowledge of indus.
trial drawing.

The lecture rooms attached to the Scientific Department,
as also a Library, in which is to be found 14,000 volumes
and 204 foreign and domestic newspapers and periodicals,
and in which last year the daily average attendance was
over 2,000 visitors, are open to the students of the Art De-
partments free of’ expense.

The expense of conducting all the departments of the
Institute last year amounted to $44,965, of which sum over
$19,000 were appropriated to the Schools of Science and
Art.

Your committee cannot close its vemarks upon this In-
stitute, without paying a tribute to the unselfish philan-
thropy and the practical common sense displayed by ils
founder, No institution in this country has done more to
scatter throughout it the blessings and advantages of an
Industrial Art edueation, nor does any Art Institute more
generously bestow upon the students who frequent its
classes, greater facilities for obtaining such instruction in
practical art and applied science, as will cnable them to
secure pleasant and remunerative employments,

Pennsylvanio Musewm and School of Industrial Art.

The same disinterested motives which indueed Mr. Cooper
to establish Schools of Industrial Art in the Cooper Union,
influenced a number of gentlemen in 1875 and 1876 to
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contribute $47,000 for the purpose of organizing the Penn-
syleania. Museum and School of Industrial Art. A

Application was made by the Board of Trustecs, to whom
its organization was entrusted, to the State of Pennsylvania
aud city of Philadelphia, J()lllt owners of Memorial Hall,
for permission to establish it in that building. With tllur
consent, a museum containing a most vnluable collection of
objects of Industrial Art, partly the property of the corpo-
ration, mostly the contributions of individuals, many of
whom loaned them for an indefinite time, is now open to
the public. The Art Industrial School connected with the
museum was established in 1877, but owing to the great
distance of the Memorial ITall from the popu]ous portion
of the city, it was thought advisable to locate it for the
present in the building of the Franklin Institute. Its
classes are open to male “and female students over 15 years
of age, who receive such systematic and thorough instruc-
tion in Geometrieal aud Free-hand Drawing, as will not
only train the eye and hand, but impart a kuowledge of
those scientific principles upon which the art of Desngn is
based. The object of such instruction is its immediate ap-
plication to such pursuits, as will enable those who receive
it, to avail themselves of it in obtaining a livelihood.

The school numbers 183 scholars, who were taught last
year at an expense of $2,600. When first opened, there
was no charge for instruction; at present the day scholars
pay $10 and the night scholars $5, for a term of 16 weeks.

Spring Garden Institute for Mechanics.

From this Muscum and School of Industrial Art, located
in one of the most splendid edifices in the countr , erected
at a cost of §1,500,000, your committee call your attention
to the Spring Garden Institute for Mechanics, in Philadelphia,
opened in 1878, for the parpose of en]twatmg such skill in
draughting as would enable the student not only to draw.
plans and designs himself, but to make his sketches, plans
and drawings comprehensible to his fellow workmen.

el

Free-hand Drawing, Dra.wmg from ‘Waoden M
tamed from maehme ahopn Arclnteetural and M

300, and pay a small members‘nlp fee, which® admi
to the Iecture-rooms and to a library (,ontmmng" ;
volumes, Attached to the llbrary 18 & room | m wh,e'

their evenings., The expense of conductmg ‘thi
about $1, 100 Your committee was mostffavorabﬁlyr
pressed with the economlcal and earnést manner in “_hi_e
this school was condueted. 'The teachers and seholar
take the greatest mterest in the wm-k they are eng

livelihood depends in & great degree upen the pr
they attain in their studies.

Fra'nfcliﬁ( -Instiﬁute.{ :

One of the oldest Art Schools estfl,b]mhed in thlS 0
for the Promotion of the Mechanic Arts is the Fra,nkl
stitute in Philadelphia, founded in 1824 by a numb
earnest mechanies.. :

Tnstruction: in its Schools is gwen in Mechameal Topo
graphical, Architectural and Free—hdnd Drawmg, a.lso in
use of the brush and colors, ..

Its classes are attended by aboit 70 scholars, who lpa $§
for a term of 16 weeks, N _:
The members of the Instltute number 1500 ;
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it has for the last 54 years published a scientific journal,
onc of the first publications of the kind in the country,

Establishment of fchools of Industrial Art for Females;

reasons for so doing.

To all the Art Schools above mentioned, with the excep-
tion of the last, which is principally engaged in teaching
Mechanical Drawing, females are admitted.

The Philadelphic School of Design for Fenales was projected
in 1847,by Mrs. Peters,and incorporated in 1853, exclusively
for those females who wished to acquire such a knowledge
of the theory and practice of the Art of Design, as would
qualify them to make a practical application of it to the uses
of every day life, and to impart a tasteful style to the vari-
ous products of their labor.

The sphere of female occupation has been in past years
most narrowly circumscribed.  Debarred from engaging in
agriculturat, sea-faring, mining and mechanical pursuits
woman is banished from those vast fields of industry, in
which manual labor reaps its most remunerative harvests.
Many employmeuts, peculiarly adapted to her quick and
imitative perceptions, her pliant fingers, her soft touch and
intuitive taste and love for the beautiful, have been mo-
nopolized by man, when they should have been assigned as
the special domain of female occupation.

To open to her avenues to such employments ; to enlarge
the sphere of her usefulness in occupations best adapted to
her physical conformation and her natural inclinations, and
thus enable her to gain that livelihood, as necessary for her
as for man, can in no way be more successfully accom-
plished, than by the establishment of Art institutions, in
which the knowledge acquired by her can be utilized in ob-
taining a pleasant livelihood, by imparting it to others, as a
teacher, or be the means of an honorable support by its ap-
plication to the industrial pursuits best suited to her taste,

There can, at the present day, be no doubt of the fact,
that most of the gkilled employments, so far as they depend
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upon the harmonies of form and color, or upon {aste in or-

- namentation and decoration, are as equally well adapted to
~waoman as to man, and your committee, after a thorough

examination of the work of both sexes in the schools vis-
ited by then, can bear testimony to the fact, that the artis-
tie talent displayed by the female, in works of industrial
design, was in many cases superior to that of the male stu-
dent.

To woman, then, establishment of Schools of Art and
Design is an all powerful element of prosperity.

In them are cultivated that natural instinet of her na-
ture—a love for the graceful, the tasteful, and the beautiful,

Beauty is the highest form of utility, The chief aim of
Industrial Art, is not only to produce something useful for
our physical wants, but agreeable and pleasing to our fes-
thetic tastes; in other words, to marry the beautiful to the
useful.

Who, then, is more fit to administer to those wants and
those tastes than she, upon whom the Almighty has lavished
beauty more profusely than upon any other being of His
creation, and who is not ouly our impersonation of it on
this earth, but our ideal of it in that Fleaven, to which hu-
manity aspires?

To her, then, be assigned, if not the entire, at least a
larger portion, of that domain of industry, where taste and
beauty combine with utility, to administer to our every day
wants, as well as to dur msthetic tastes.

Philadelphia School of Design jor Females.

To accomplish this object was doubtless the aim of Mrs.
Peters when she established the Philadelphia School of De-
sign for females, and your committee is free to confess, that
no Art School visited by it, elicited a greater degree of inter-
est in its success, or awakened a stronger desire to sce sim-
ilar institutions established throughout the cov-itry., Its
internal management is entrusted to a numb  of ladies,
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who ar¢ appomted by the board of directors, in which the
government of the school is Wvested. It was attended last

year by 180 scholars, who pay $20 a session, for two sessions
" each, of 1ive

1011ths. . Tts instruction. ombraccs Drawing,
ental aid Ddcorative Designing, and such
v'o particutarly adapted to those indus-

Painting; O
bravches of”

trial pursults best: sultod to women. The students employ
themselves. also in ‘designing patterns for oil cloths, wall

papers; laces and other textile fabries. Some decorate chin

g .it, and is well sapplied with casts in plaster from the

a 'thne. and also with casts of Gothic, Saracenlc Bbzan-
' .tme and Relmlssance ornamentution.

Tt has beconte an element in the public suhool system of
t]:e State:. Tn 1876 its directory pl‘oposed to the controliers
of the Phlla.de] phia public schools, to give Art Instruehons
to te" '-‘]_)111)113 to be selected annually from the advanced
classcs ‘of the Girl’s Grammar and Normal Schools, in con-
sldoratlon of the annual payment of $3,000. The propo-

“gition was cheerfully-aceepted, and there are now some
forty scholars iu its classes, destined when they graduatoy
“to beecome teachers in the public schools, To thisfesatur

of the school we shall ‘hereafter invite your special attentlo

Instruction in Drawing‘ in Public Schools..

The schools above mentioned were all establishe

are now supported by privateiindividuals. Those, to ich

_your committee now call your attention, owe their existence

and maintenance to the patronage of State or munu,lpa.l

authority.
The object contemplated by the former is an Art educa-
tion as an accomplishment, or as a professional career, or

"4 o means of livelihood for' the individual, The aim of

the latter ‘= to make Art education, not only an element of

na, .
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